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CHARIOT TERRACOTTA MODELS
FROM TELL ARBID AND TELL BARRI
ATYPOLOGICALAND
FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS

This poster is inspired by MA final work sitled “Ancient and Middle Bronze age terracotia chariots from Syrian
Jesirah. Case-studics from Tell Arbid and Tell Barri®.

el Arbid and Tell Barri are located. 20 km apart, in the Syrian
irianghe arca. On bosh st Layers doing back to [l1nd and
Ay ey e e i L
cotta wheeled vehicles.
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rah. tmore precisely i the so-called Kiabur

d thau show many similari

o whoeked vehickos™ ibed tablets found in bevel Vi in Uruk, pic-
Iograp'hx signs represent skdges.some supported on four wheels. During the Hird mill. HC. wheeled vehicles were
idemiificd mainly by a sumerogram SSGIGIR while later rwo terms become mare frequently used: “SMAR.GID.D
terogpu) for wagons and four-wheeled chariots and SGIGIR (narbabtu) for two and four-wheeled chariots used for
irasparting people. These crms can be found in many lterary and archive texts. Glypeic has yebded mumerous images
related o wheeled vebicles tht can be grouged inko war, hunting

ons. Chariot images relating to war can be found also on the standard of Ur o th lled “war panel”.
where & procession of four-wheeled vehicles, named "battle eure”, s represcatsd. Tos mors charios images, quise
damaged, are represcnted on the Eannatum stele. Few examples of actual full-sized wheeled vehicles have been
found. The oaly omes have been discovered in graves in Kish and at the royal cemetery of U

The typology presented bebau has boen developed after a study of 52 chariogs models (complese and fragments) that
have been found at Tell Arbid and Tell Barri. This typology is mainky based upon morphological features of the
masdels that have boen analyred as follows: 1. sunsbor of wheeds, 2. body morphalogy 3. posstion of the asle, 4.specific
Features.

This subsdivision permitted the recognition of six different charior medels” ypes. This study combined with informa-
tion obiained from textual evidence, ghoptic and depictions an stelae offers a possibility o reconstruct the farm and

maode of use of the ancient chariots.

Number of wheels: 2

Body morphology: Simple platfors body with a sh dar with rounded

Simple frontal shield with a rounded upper part. Draught [lnle parallel 10 the ground.
Position of the axle: The axke is always body-integrated and its located in the rear part of the model.
Specific Beatures: All modehs are made of dark beown day. Chronolagically speaking these models are
the moss ancient of the analyzed examples. They are dated back to the first half of the 11ird mill BC.
Functional analysis: Considcring the body shape and the alsence of a seat, we can assunse that these
were quite lightweight, ome-man vehickes. where the driver necded 10 stand.

Type 1

Number of wheels: 2

Body morphology: Body with a shape tending to rectangular, The vertically prolomged body's edges
route & bos between the Erontal skicd asd the sear. The drsught pobe ks obliqie 10 warrast more sta-
bility 80 the vehicke.

Position of the axbe: The axle be inmtegrated or external 1o the body. in
a cincular section. In most cases it is located under the contral part of the body
Specifc features: The fronial hicld's pper part can have differcat shapes: rounded. square, haf-
mocn or fish-tail shaped. On the rear awmall Six that makes a 90 angle
with the scat. Some models have decorations om the frontal shiekd or upon the body, of incised limes
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Functional analysis: These models represent a chariot which was chiefly budt for human tramsport
{up 1o twa persans). One drave the chariot, standing or seated, the other stood on the rear appendiz,
sccoeding the pattern proposed for the four-wheeled vohicles reprosented o the Standasd of U,
Based on this data we can consider these velicles as a lighter and faster version of the four-wheeled
“hanbe car™.

latter case have it has

Type
Number of wheels: 2
Body morphology: Body with a shape rending lar. borg and marcow, slightly be-
twen the froatal shield and the seat. The dranght pole is oblique.
Position of the The axbe is abways projected out of the body, with a circular section. It can be
fomnd, in mast cases, in the front part of the medd, just below the frontal shickd: bess froquently it is
located in the medel's rear part,
Specific Features: As in the previeus type, the upper part of the frontal shickd can take on vasious
shapes. Mast freqently it i a half-moon or a fish-tail shape., sometimes pierced vith two boles. A trap-
eroidal appendix is always present, bist in this type it creates an obtuse angle with the seat. Some
models have decorations, quite frequently upan the frontal shickd. The moss simgle ones are incised
lines and ssamped circles, while the most complex ones, moukd-shaped images of gods. mainly come
froum senthern Mesopotamia.
F dysin: The charios, as the previoas one, was maink 1 for husman
prohabiy For just ane person, standing o seating. The shape of the bedy, withour the verti
longed edges protecting the charioteer, shows that this type probably was not used for n
poses. Considering the rich decoration upoa the fronial shicld (above all the mould shaped one} we
can say that it prolably was a chariot used for coremonics.
Tape IV
Number of wheels: 4

monphology: Body with a rectangular shaped plaform, plain upper surface between the frontal

pale.

Reody
shickd and the seat and o
Position of the axle: The frantal and rear axles are integrated in the body, the first bebow the shiekd
and the other below the seat.
Specific features: In some models the frontal shield is slightly curved. The upper part is often in a
fish-tail shape, as we can note in numerous glypiic images. The scat is a small parallelepiped that
makes 2 90° angle with the rear appendix. The decoration an the shield consist of incised Enes and
stamped circles.
Funsisal analysie: Based o0 the 1hapa of the body aed the paralleen i the e 1. we cun
h his (ype was used for P -
merous seal impeessions. mary of them dated 1o |fn|||
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Body rr— S amer] Kswnr mars mancl pla jion. The vertically
.na-m.u Iateral edges creste |m T e T T R A T &a...s. pole is
oblique.

Pibes o e i Theree anlas b s s 1 ta the body, with circular sectioes. The
frontal ane i below the shicld while the rear ane is below the scat.
Specific oavures: The upper pan of the shield is in meost cases rounded. The parallelepipedally shaped
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on the shicld and vertical lines on the body's edges. Less froquent ane stansped circles, mainky located

on the shickl

Functional amalysis: This chariot (ype is suitable for the transportation both of persans and goods.

The firss case is well ropessentod in the Standard of Ur. 10 which this type of vehickes awns its named:

“baitbe car”.

Type VI

Number of wheels: 4

Pody = The body has a shape tending to rectangular, with a plain platform and domed

cover. The draught system is different from the previous types characterized by a parallel or oblique

draught pole. In this case, two or three semi cincular. holed appendices. vertically set, are located at

1he frant of the platform.

Position of the axle: The axkes with circular sections are external o the body, in some cases they do

ot Farm a continsous cylinder between the right and left side, but are separated.

Specific &uum.mmwumuvlmn decoration. The most ist af incised lines.
bling i mscd for the real ’

2 This gy of chariol was meiable fur tramsporiatien of gods. Comidering thal
fiew orracatta msdels of this type come from Southern Anstolia and Northern Mesopotamia, we can
suppeose that they were associated with a romadic o semi-nomadic population that scasonally moved
from the kower arcas of the Anatolian penissula towards the stepgpes of northern Syria and back, They

probably followed two main routes: along the Middle- Euphrates and through the Tur Abdin.

Tell .'u-lI Tell Basrri
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